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@i‘rcus Oz

In 1977 two already successful circus groups,
Soapbox Circus and the New Circus, joined
together to start Circus Oz. The performers
loved ordinary circus skills but they wanted to
make a different kind of show, adding music,
theatre and comment. They got together a
collection of old trucks and caravans and went
on the road. It was a fresh and original voice in
circus and was immediately popular with
audiences. Only one of the original members of
the circus remains now but it has kept the same
aims.

Since that time, Circus Oz has performed in 26
different countries. In the mid-1980s new
circus groups began to appear across the world
and Circus Oz performers went to train with
acrobats from China's Nanjing Acrobatic
Troupe. Many of the skills learnt then are still
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Circus Oz rather than Chinese.

As with all circuses, performances take place inside a tent or Big Top. Circus Oz's first tent was
sewn together by performers in a large basement. Tt was used for years to tour Australia but when
it became too small, Circus Oz was forced to hire tents or move into theatres.

In 2002, Circus Oz had a new tent made. Tt is designed with few poles inside so people watching
can see better than in other circuses.

The performances are suitable for people of all ages and each show features a live band. The Big
Top is heated and air-conditioned but audiences need to dress for the time of year. Snacks and
drinks are served in the Big Top but not full meals.
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Circus Oz classes are held at the Circus Oz Headquarters in Port Melbourne. Every Saturday of :
the school term there are classes for both children and teenagers. The Introduction to Circus class s
is for 7-12 year olds, taking the children through a range of circus skills with a focus on developing °
good form and having fun. The Circus Skills class is for 8-12 year olds, and is offered to children :
who have already done a few terms of Introduction to Circus. The Teenage Special class is for :
13-18 year olds. This class is for both beginners and those who are continuing from the Circus Skills :
class. Classes are also run during some of the school holidays. There is a class for 7-12 year olds °
along with a teenage class. Both classes are for beginners and those who have been practising their 5
skills for a while. .
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TEST 3, READING PART 3 [BEH
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Questions 11-20
Read the sentences

first to find out what
the text is about. :
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Look at the sentences below about a circus in Australia. >
Read the text on the opposite page to decide if each sentence is correct or incorrect. o
If it is correct, mark A on your answer sheet. :
If it is not correct, mark B on your answer sheet.

11 Circus Oz was formed by people who had some experience of working in circuses.

12 The aim of Circus Oz was to combine traditional circus skills with new ideas.

13 Apart from one member, the performers are the same as when Circus Oz started.

14 Some members of Circus Oz have joined a Chinese circus.

15 When Circus Oz first started, the tents were hired.

16 The audience has a better view at a Circus Oz show than at other circuses.

17 Musicians perform with Circus Oz.

18 Some food is available during Circus Oz performances.

19 Beginners can join the Circus Skills class.

20 There are classes for two age groups in the holidays.
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